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PREFACE

‘This book is an nsem of lecn

College, Lfgand:]:pd H::hm-g [.f.-,1.1,,1lIEI ﬂ'ﬂ_ﬂhj:ifmahlm
modents in both oniversss thos song mq}:j:
masiy eequested thar they be i

sextbenk on the mb};:.qgf AEE.HH;:EEM: :‘E

that ehis baak wi S

rir:n eitiengly pml:: Iilx Ir.‘r.em:uhu‘::l:ndﬁ ::mm“ ﬂi-l.: I
Mmﬁmmmmﬁnhrﬁmhh“m:
an#h}ﬂﬂfnw}m:.u.qhner.“dﬂ.h“mﬂd
primarily an introduction so the subjeer, and o thas reasom |
a minizum ansknical inerpretaon, Fee the same reson |
sbstantzal ceferences and bibliography, so thar resders wish
cerain lines of meerem might have 3 veading i with whic
poarmals aee o uﬁlymbkmmhhrum|m
them in the footnote refences, except oecasiomally, bue ;
listed in the seleo biblingraphy.

..4_|"l1'rn R.ﬂ'lgt'u: and FHI-&.IF.H.' deals almost exclusively w
concepts and practices im those socimis which hawe no
Chrisian or Muslim in any deep way, befoes the colomal per
In gy desonpeion [ have penssally usnd the present semse, 2
are sull beld and the praciios bang camied our. Everyone
rapid chanpes are caking place in Afics, s chat gradigonal ;
shardoned, modified o coloumnd by che changing uianon
me it would be wrong 5o imugine thar evenhisg adii
changed or foegosten so mach thar oo traces of it ar o be four
the changes ase penerally on the swefice, affecting the maa
and only begineng o reach the deeper bevels of thinking pa
canters, neenia] image, comelion, helieft and responss in w0
Tisditional concepts will fores che ewential bﬂt!'“’ﬂ "';

o chniounly thiy differs feam individual 5o )
ﬂﬁ;.:.ﬁ.m] believe, therefne, duat even if the ods
do not swbscribe o all the religious and philoophical pes
described bere,the majoeny of our peagle with e o no &
sl hold c to e wadioeal corpus of beich and e

.




Afcem R.n!i'j"f“r &r FhIIEJn'TLIJ-

> Jlage gosip canmet GO this ““i “-fj-‘fmt i Prefuce
: - v1llagT 2 1 oand € p 1. . .
fupmliar ® ot Jd:énrlf:‘?w of Afmean rl|l,'a.:|ill1'i_]-3i:-ﬂ ETTOEN i quiing “-ll':.-f P!Fp':: Mmiirejseweniing ampondy i
i ; of thar stuatos, The wich o e apk’s wy ;
phikwghy in ot A ﬂmr:uuﬂl:ﬁ in deph of individual eC My nawledge,
" fiasni] o il

FP.M,.:I: doct not T : African peoples. There i Makeownt Ve o
:ﬂm and philophical spem of anF:;:L St i h;mr]ftrli j ':r;:I:' Call
an T aumber of ""::r?rdﬂ n:l'ul it necessary 19 duplicate che

A
of smdy it being, Bl ; Iy harwested. T have thezefone
ﬂ“an mw:;? 5'“] Ty ;rr:“:m comdering the Alftican

¥ this resoi, 1 Bave drawn exasple from alll ower

- anp deaited lustrations,
Africa, both mw{fﬁﬁ.ﬂf&ﬁm’d ane chaples o

Since mﬂmd“:f::uk emphaszing particulasly the Iimnun asperis
owands the 0 e e individuals and famibes. In ancchis
Lo :h.tr;:m ghe present situation of Chrimanity, Tdam md_f“h'f'
#IF I. frica, ll of which are very pelevant 1o any ﬂl.lﬂ!u‘ﬂ“:l‘-'lliﬂllli!nd
wigiont 8 A 10 - amiy and. Tsam ane ‘wadiional” and “Affcan” in 2
Hiﬂih?ﬂ'hﬂ‘hw"ﬂ“hw# fporiga’ oe
‘E + ynd *Agabr, It is, however, in cheif cantact or F{!Hlnn'ihlp with
waditional f:‘!;w gt [ have discusied thee othet rr.-hp:lns.l‘]'l'.: final

is an amempt to, ases che place and role of religien in modern
Afica which has isherined thee different religious systems and is swabgected
wrrld-vide and radical L |
“’|‘w=m — up.r;dmy deep :Il';fd.t w0 m ”."dm at I'-!I:km:z: {m::l
posy) and Hambusg {1966-7), for reating with such rrmagwli a
stimulating; sespocse 1o the ceiginal keenare, Many whs heard these locares
cesiched some of the points with dllusiracians and eomments [com their
oot mefiertion; and experiences. T vaboed thess comments very much, and
haw incosporaed some of them o the book, fee which [ am equally
pratcful. In inmemerable ways sy dear wilt has been 3 constant souzce of
help while | was weeking on the Jecvares and the bock, expecially i
Hambueg, and 1o her | am duly indebied. The publishers have given me
unending encouragement and co-cperaion fram ihe time | contacted then
about the maswerigt. Fee this and for the quick penduction ol ihe book, |
am wvery thandkful.

Eﬂ“mﬁimw in the footsoses the sources of
my information and quosions, Where 2 panicolsr work is mentioned
hall & dogen o muee times, only the auchar and pages of bis boak are given
i the foomoes and full detath of the work coneerned will be fvand in the
select binliography. | apologize for amy omissions in scknewledging the
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INTRODUCTION

Afiicans are nowricady eeligions, and cach people has iy oy
system with a se of beliefs znd pracicer, Religion permearss
deparimenns of bfe so fally that = & not exsy or posible abaays
A study of thew neligrows systems is, therefoce, whi it
propla themuelve in all b complexitis of both medinonal ;
life, Crur writen knowledge of waditional rdigions is compar,
d:.mghir,mﬁﬁ:@.lndmmu ihﬁrﬁmmdwpﬂhﬁmmﬂ
Praically neching Bas been preduced by theologiass, de
aniccpretng e religioes theologicadly.

We ipeak of African tradidonal religions o the phural beca
abour one thousasd African peoples (ibes), and cach has its o
sywem. These religions are a reality which calls for acadessic
which muut be rechoned with in moden felds of life ke
politics, educaion, and Cheiwiin oc Musdim wok, To |
traioral beliefs, amrades snd practices cam only bead 1o & b
sanding African behavicar and problems. Religion is the smon
i radivional background, and exerts probably the greatest ind
the thinking and biving of the people eoncamed.

Whil: religpon can be discermed im terms of beliefs, cevem
and religions officisnts, philosophy & not so easly distingu
shall comider differess peligions in veems of dheir tsnilarities an
1o give U & pictuns of the cwerall dnson m Alric. But, ueco
parallel plikmophical spwems which can be obsrved in. sisnd]
mwrﬂuﬂunﬁ:@ﬂ.'mi.ﬂt#ﬂh]
un-ﬂ-ur-l.mﬂin.ﬁ_ of African rmfh nu'l:u:ni.ug_ different i
I'halesophy of one kind oo another is behind the dhinking 2
every people, and 3 sudy of raditional religions beings us
af Aftican life whese, through word and action, we may be
befoee us, and interpreation canmot be complerely free of sul
ment. What, therefore, it ' Africen Phalosophy’, may ot am

T




Afriote Relipionr EF PkT%

- hnmundﬂmﬂﬁﬂ-lmi.-.m
gpbﬂaﬂF""" [ am by binh an Afficey,

g gwh POEE iy A3
irepht PF T e e, n peoples have moc et |
:._nlml be J.;:ﬂ African may I:u:;'uund u:llr |'|-|1:"|-:
phioughicd T £ e o8 0 Balfglde o ol
1l s i guudT, provesks 4y
Mﬂﬂpﬂﬂ;ﬁ :Edﬂ#::';m philosoghical Lentent
3 wEpann hawe many pesnprehentive collee,
rgﬂ-ﬂﬂ"!: I*:-“'L e do % hﬁ'-*“: o overal analysis of chis 1ype of
-,I:I]L_m’ﬂpnﬂh mt'ﬂ'r"l'l;""&mn phl"-ﬂ!"'F""I'r here wefer 1 gy
3 [ ﬂﬂa‘p X ’ 1H'|ll-nd e Ny
W.miﬂdl lepre :ﬂl i diffzent situstions of [
M rmr]:l fhenk, act o the departmess of Life, thep
B——

o : Il
nhmrﬂ R i ﬁu:;ﬂd and the secalis, berween che

_ Fairctiof! et sl and the material areas of
i’-lwﬂd ﬂdw.h‘d:;}:isﬂiﬁw he eazrics it 1 the fieldy
EW“J;H:.‘ d I“.n-q:-:h ﬂkﬁ i with E|||'|'|_ In

peremoeTy; and il ke 1 educazed, he
suerd & omeral cemem e aekoeel o in thy

vt e taker it m the bowe of parlizrsers,
yaivmar; £ e ] l-_]"‘i:"':“ﬂl da not have a word for seligion ag
.lm sl Alncan ]’f:.lf:-ﬂl-ﬂﬂﬂll fom |I:IEE Feefaare hiis bk
ﬂ;mﬂﬂﬁhm Theough modern change these eradiional
t boeg i ha H‘",uj hl:l]'lﬂ.'l' are by po means extinet. In times

2 sorlsor, o e rovert io i in seevo,
Hmﬁ:ﬁ |:-r'n:|1.'l.|i]' for the individial, b foc his

o m sy : : g of Adiican pelighons arc wriien
| :ﬁrim,dfn eaditinnal socicry thee ane
I iemygious pecgle. To be hwman s o bekong to the whaole community,
I :ﬂm-ﬁ:ﬁhﬂnmﬁpﬁmhlﬁmwnm ritaakt and
el af that communsty, A person camnot deeach himacll fromn the
rﬂﬂgﬂum forse da o 1 83 be severed from his roois, his founds.

son, b comen of weueky, bis kinthips and the espire group of those whe
make him auware of bis s exinence. To be without one of thoie coeporane
elemenis of L is a2 be ot of the uhkﬁd;amﬂ.u-&n. IIJT'E:J'MEM
eigian mina M,ﬂm the entire life of soce,
pls do mor know bew 10 exist withoue seligive.

ain fox Aficam exposed 1w modan
koo ibanization and
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Tntrpdvelian

seligious foundigisn, They are iom berween the i of |
which, whaiewar clse might be said sheen ji, ko Bsnorcal
tracditinns, and the hife of our rechnalogical age which, a
Adnicans has no concrste fem or depih, In these crcamsant
and [slamn do neg soom 1o cemove the semse of frourancn am
It i mee enough fo kam and embeace a fairtk which is aiv
rither on b'-undl:,' cr Friday, while the reir of the week i s
It 1 noe enough o embeace 3 Gith which 13 confined o4 €
or meaque, which i lecked up wx days and oponed exly
1 week, Ulnles Chrntianity and Tslam fully occupy the
much ay, & not moee than, madiional religions do, moat c
fantka will comeinue m revem 1o theie ald belisf and pracn
aix days a wrek, and cenaindy in e of cmergency end o
enwirenment aned the whals sime munt be oocugded by wcli
sa thar ar any mement and in any place, 2 persom lodh secus
in a mesinglul and rdsgious ronsoousness. Simce madi
aicapy ke whole peson and e wiole of ki e, con
reigiona like Chringanity and Tslhs mos embrsce bds Lan
paiterns. fear, social ra'l.'.linnl.'l:iFi. amendes and p'l:iln.-inpl:i
if char conversion it 10 make & laiting impact upon the md
COmMmunicy,

A great numbser of belics and practices are o be foand
soziety. Thes are mot, however, formulaced ini 2 Wyilesnal
which a pemon v expeced m accepr, Peaple aimply assii
religions ideas and pracrices are held oc obwrved by the
comanunines. Thse maditions kave boen handed down #
ared each gemeratson eakes them op with modificaicns wi
histonieal situation and needs. Indhadusk hald diffrenea
varionrs wabjects; and the mychs, einals and ormonses may
[rom area oo srex, Dol woch wdeas or views e ot ey
contEgy of conforming to any enhodex epinion. Therdor
in tha book. that voch and such 4 socicty helieves, oc “narra
such 2nd vach, we do not by any meaes imply dur e
sy vabscrabes o that belief or performs that ntoal. Th
hhrﬁ:ﬂi%hndﬂnrmhmmiﬂghmhh
pracices. In tradicional religions dsere e no eroeds #o be
the cresdy are wimien in the beart of che individual, and eac
a living croed of hin own eeligion. Wheee the indivadual
religiosy, for he it 2 religiows being. It i chis thar mul
religious: seligion i in their whole e

o -




‘ J’“’. Rplipienr & 'PH"‘TEJ'

g in Al o it winy
s S e e
o Tl
ot e e e L

i figioes "rﬂhdﬂm tam it hat ovolved,
s ok
Tglh.:'_. Ihl.l'ﬂi nd :H W#W :‘"m]“-g rribual groug,
i.‘i'm T. | rd'gﬂj. ﬂ-::.t U '.ﬂ_ may IFHIJ- from ane
This

the Gt peigios , apecially through
e e ot P L vt o

| FTUETIET, et ] sdianal rﬂi;il:lrl.'l hawve n-:.
-'F‘i'““‘” J“ﬂlﬂﬁﬂfmhm does mot preach hiy
l""_i""hu:hu"'*f" . oot waditional eeligion 10 anodher,
rd.‘:hﬂ" E “M.Eﬂ'm n of such g

Semilicly, these M CERTC and d propagacio
Eﬂmhﬂhmw - o the emime L of the people
wailld PIOpAEAIRE

. ular socieny in

has 0o be boen in 3 partey
nﬂuﬁﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂiﬂlﬂl '.I.F::d'hm:',“‘m hr;lldw!rl..
ud-dl'l::.l.'t-'llllj'lll'dl'_.' , fu]}r#"h"“"r"? -:Irurr'-'r
An patader cans cots luim w have been “onverted” i0 Alrican

who T Rr—
Thaie frw Eurojsans who make wech fameamic cluimi
ﬁ_—lﬂdlmﬂ'

- lskusion o 'D-I!I!I"I'l'.l.rrl-l' ritualy
M‘PM;MMhﬂdﬁmlﬂuw;
mﬂmﬂﬁmdiﬂ' bave meither founders mor sefirmars. They may, however,
inouporste suonal heros, keaders, rulers and other fimous men and

Mﬁwilﬁdlﬁhﬂm‘n?fﬁmﬁ?[ﬂ.i
d!l-i_ natianal poulion at divini

bfmﬂdﬁnu;ﬁﬂm&mﬂlmm
form an iniegral pure of dhe eeligions miliew of their sociery, wheiher os not
b o iy g .
Belief in the consnustion of B wier desth 1 found i all Adncas

not long for spiritual pe;
sonae with God in the nex u.u'l-d.'ﬁﬁlilaniﬂp

iraditional religions, 2o ome which will help us 10 und
centration of Afifcan seligioniry on earchly maners, with o
of thiv ecligionity. bt it Beve also thar the gestion of Af
time & s imporant, Traditional eeligions und philowgh
with man in paw and pesient vime, Cod tomes iea 1}
explination of mun'y centsct with tme. Thoae is no
apecalypic visicn with Cod SEPRIng in at some fumure 5
abosr 1 radical yevermal of man's noemal ke, God i no
ethicalipirinal relationsbép with man. Man's aces of won
o Cod are pragmatic and miliiarian reeher than spiriig
Wigh oue incomplee .'IJu'n-I.rdg-l of Alncn religions,
descnbe their hisicy. Cin che whale, Bwcrarrvrr, they wem o
Lairly stable, quisly avimiliing new ideas and peaceices
Mitioen] exjses e warfaze, famines, epidimics, locust ins;
changes in the weather cause 3 revival of religious sctiviti
of new oner. Since peaple are o izgimarely bound up wi
life a1l comcloushs, hucin history comtinssey the hinory of the
13 18 area of ®udy which calls e inbodiscis |
hénarians, snthropelogisy and thevlogians. | have mad
theit bk 1o deal with the biuotieal specs of African pel
not aware of any sudy having been done ilong those En
here o chicfly descriptive and Eseapeaive, binging ogether
way these clemenes which ase orpresentative of madiriees] |
vt Afisca. In such a geneeal survey, there i no 1eom i1
unique ind complen religious syuesn of cack: peapls b
the drtasled illmﬂuqmdhutmd.chwqﬁmmq
in past what ocherwise could not be covernd in depeh,

Scanned by CamScanner



.o yradicional religions. and
'hﬁirll'“i- i ﬂ:;r:-'ﬂ';k of the rwentieth centuy
| fullly as 3
Bt propetly 0% RSO 24 an
b begee * sighl Durirg the FIT:IHE'UII rni:':-u-
L] i o ok . nd AFErICan i1
ﬁiﬂﬂ‘"mﬂww ) I ::d comparative religion,
H:.I'Lﬁim” g Jﬂ}ﬂ{"l@* n-l'm:ri.ﬂfﬂm"m"“hhmi:l: Lme
” - .]ﬂufh*muﬂ 2 few had done seriows field
[til-iﬂﬂ']ﬂ"l =wm.ﬂiiu-ma = of that 'P"-'Ti“'“l' 12 :.r.'uli.-u-'_-:
of ibem hd 2672 7 In e @l ,{Fe.mhrliﬂﬂ which wai applied in
undy i gled with the T:'F which colours many of f|:‘;- l'-lr||i|:|r
iz b - 4 Tigwoms, We ihall
of sady- h# Japatiom ol Afican 1eliguea
pany b and &XF

iy mﬂh e Tefore cumillg. ta e ey

hH#{ T i{pd was Ih\: ALHIITN IO
I'I:.I"I]I:: ']:# “l" il 'Ih;;:ﬂer:Lfcﬂds. were all bocrowed

Hﬁmﬂwﬂthﬂ pushed this ssempian 1o he
panie watld, German " o this day. All kinds
ameme, e have |1| foeward o how the different religsc
d.-hﬂildﬁ]ﬂﬂ.l-‘mr'“&m dhe Middbe Eass ar Eurape. [t is
Mﬂhﬁﬂm with the outtide woeld, but religica
" - i ve fowed only one way:
arad cultoed infuumee foom 1his o mh B
e NS RAE b e deas. This game of busning
a“"‘?‘hmﬁiﬁﬁﬁm B e o argot thx
e S Ak i b e, ke ad civliztion t e

. E. EvansPeichard Theoric f
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oumucds workd.! But sueely 2 balunce Extaren thee o suy

reainizhle,

These carlier deseriptions snd smdies of Afcan religion
wererg whach are madeguate, ﬂl:l:nj;.ih'q!r and prepodicial
betray the kind of aminide and interpretation domiman iz che
who invennad o propagared the different theories sbom radiii
Aniwicmt v 3 word derived fram the Latin awims which, |
breaih of life, ard benee carries with it che ides of the 3ol |
term bias become the most pepular designation foe A frcan n
foursd in many writings ever this dar. Tt wis invenied b
arshrepalegist, E. B. Tylor, who ewd it &2 in an amdein
in his boak, Prisstive Calture {1371), Foe Tylor the bagic
religion was the 'belief in spirit bengs'. He s the anima
vapern fmape animanng the objee @t occopied. He the
so-called ‘primitive people® imagined the snima to be capahle
bidy and emenng wher men, animals ar thieggi; and com;
after deark, Pussming the theeey further, Tilor went on o
"primitve’ men considered every ohijser 8o hive &5 ewn sou
rise 1 eounthas spiris i ke unvese,

Tyhoe's idess wers popularized by his disaiple. Since 1l
el his come 10 be widely used in desribdng Iradizon:
Africa and other pasty of the woeld. Tn a5 stmosphere flled u
of evalution, the notion of countles spirits opened the wiy |
seligious evalmion, This led on w che thecey that single spiri
cach mujor depurtment of nanse, Far cxample, all the spirk
weesld Rave one rn.'i..-r '\-|-i|"l; m i:11:|,|'_];\! al Ih!ln, ard e
rocks, lakes and sa on, Accordingly, this gave man the idea
(pelyrivina], which iz urn evalved further 1o the wage af one
aver 4l the other depusimental spinm. We might lhuatraie
1 disgram (s page 3}

This type of asgument znd inerprecation places ARican o
bomtam of the seppaied line of celigions evalution, Tt ek us
Chraianiry 12 Tilam are ar ghe top, nince chey ars e
ey {15k to eake into scoount the facy char anather theary
that mas's religions development begim with 2 monotheis:
rowtdi polythenm and andmise, We need noc concern cu
here with echer checey. We can only comamen that Afic
wwate of all cheie elemenns of religion: God, spemiis and dav

'Fﬂﬂwﬂni:.hhnu—{am.m- 1); B Dividh

AT

Likg Aakiniars dea bper: Ml __




i

WWE‘F&T"’?&

= O Supreme o,
- Ylerr e

] s e

e - iy and Tslam scknowledge g

il 5 Ly i il i
ol e Jﬁﬂlmdﬂﬂ-ﬂ# rekigions and it is b
rlE'i_ . ‘I.M T:E'lu.m ey .md:mp}::

ﬁgﬂ' : IECOEpALE mio

c:l-iniuﬁ- Judais® g Tﬂw next world. 'Motaliey
) ol e Iﬂdﬁw of Confugius Ly a greg;

ﬁlﬂﬂ-'- '.|-Illli the -?:]ul'!i- imitive ;:{i_g:iun.'l' are thow
m - H’ H’Mﬁ Iuﬂslt.'l IP’:"TLT'“-:EI. -I-['_ﬁ
el deseribed ; the word pramasgye
whase - ﬂh.::.éu.'lﬂﬂ :J"m.l Cl-ft-::::rh bus 1|'.\|-:i way it i
L1 kol g e e
agplied F"‘-'I':f'"umdlil"!' M;:‘::}.ni.u:’fnﬂ{"‘im or imagination.
catine dnﬂﬁd“ln'w_ :dl,pllﬂ will not ga very far, neicher
T b gl g, Sl
can it qualiy & b and eonin elements whaeh shed a
sioma] rehgpos see expenely ﬁﬂﬁ;m eaditions of the world_

Prinipler Sackelagy thropologin Herbam
n bi bk, Pl o m}l::::}&::i:t" s F:up-l:l-r"ihliuu thai
i = Ihmﬁ!:d::ﬂ' i of the dead with gemain abjects, and
o A 'F::. the spirits of their ancesiors, people
T,:}Tmﬁdﬁmmmm this eeem and aPplfra

I 1 i pelipioas coremenics,
im&ﬂ&?ﬁ&t“&% Jﬁﬁﬁ:in. religions.
m]}inuh.h"i that the depaned ecoupy an 'unlpu_mru:_plm
in Adtican religiauity; but i is waveg 10 imerper wadicional ﬂlmumT
i vermi of “woeshipping the sneewon’. As we shall see lacer in this book,

T i i
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the departed, whether parenes, brothers, sigers or childmn, |
Eimaly, snd mus thereoer be kege in touch with their gur
Libation and thie giving of food t the departed are moken
hespitality and respect; the drink and food 30 given are 1
cortinusy and conmer, "Wonhip' & ke weing weed i
erution; and Alfvicans themeldves know vay well
"worshipping the depamed members of cheir Family, It is alime
therefimr, to describe these e of famdly rebarionships 41 'we
mare, Adrican religions do not end ar the level of famaly riees
fod offrings. They are deeper and meee comgechemsive e
tevem oedy in tetms of ‘ameesor worthdp! is 1o iscdate 2 ngl
in some woeues & of bale gpmificance, snd o be blind
aspects ol seligion,

Cither writers hawe tried eo sudy o refer b African relig
magee. Some congder migic 1o have ovolved belore ezl
amespt b manipelite che wrem wold, When min G
nararal objects and phencenena by means of magpe, ke then |
va dorces beyond him, which in nen lad s 3 belief in G
of all power. As such, magie in coridered ts be the L
Since every African socimy |1|.1.bnl.|1.nl,;i-tmd neligiom, it
e conchode dhar Afiicans had noc emlved Beyond che iy
religion fom magic. Some weites even el ws thae Af

religion at all and enly magic, We thall devees 2 whale
vubjoot of magie, and there is 25 i

ecteating ymoant of good
We reed here only comment briefly. A careful Exdmination
in Adncan sociies shaws thar sugic is past of e eeliging
a0 it ot easy 1o separate the rwe. Some of the CYTEMmi
in raimmaking ind preventng of epademics, incorpeeats ko
magic, 5o lohg 13 magical scw are beneficial e the comes
they are accepable and peaple may even pay 2 prear deal
in ceder 1o secwre swch belp, This gives no contradiczian |
Magic belongi to che eligions mentality of Affican
is 0ot magic, and magic canmot explin religior. Religion
b See earbur weiness ke B Dieskbeim The elmewtary forms o
(ET. Londan I?Im Lui]'ﬂ-hq I[Lmdu.u“:i!:;:l:hi
A Lendes
#rjpm l'l'ﬂ::n:"r{f{-hn 1517k F.ﬂn Pricithe pripinn |
R, Allir The wend of ibe {Lendos rpag), See also, fn
discenan, E. G, Paminder Ajriven Traditial wﬁ
:W 1 !
A g e L
Religioeen der Unaalker % EFTT




L

o imagine ha AFCn eigion
1o ;

. utrﬁ = h ok I|'|.|:1|Jd-E D:I'mlml_
magits "."aﬂmﬂﬁw Alfican 'd*?f'”'._",:;.hm e T
nc.h.u % i o We mel “HF::HII'# workl hat undes.

o

et

'.l'p.t-l:li--f"_-:'!"r.I Mdﬂl'fh‘:;ﬂh:lubﬁuakt:ﬂmd.ﬂmml

and i |-ﬂ1'|1.l- wd-# - ehat 'Frﬁ:lﬂn r-ﬂlgtu:mg anid

pocd Alnean #I:# light. ﬁmﬂi{'ﬂwﬂ T u[nﬂ.l'lﬂ?lﬂlnalll::lr-iu:

Wtﬂmﬂwmi hﬂb@ﬂﬂfﬂ‘i-m n

M“‘;}Wﬂ&wm&mwmmmh
minS T ad undadevdd —

peprt o used. prejudiced
Wﬂﬂm . he denogeet upen these weligions, Iy
carlier milsS

T E'I" jmn‘ﬂ“‘ ];Iﬂ'ﬂ.i.l:.l:'ﬂl. Kalanac,
ME‘#E z- have h;ﬂ;‘fj:‘:ﬂ ::d:::ﬁll. :H.:'ginr'.-: !u_'“.-
I a

. = f e peoples, snd mus be
Sealih ind hﬂ-ﬂ" he changes.
mﬂ,ﬂfmﬂfm maddle of mader®
o and asrude has begen to ke place.
[h] Maderw g theoat elabararing
11:rm _p'ﬁ‘h;ﬁi# books and BEW Fﬂhud" e by writers like
¢ mengis

M-ﬂ:ﬁjd-lkﬂ' ﬂfww{ﬁwxh edming
= . H his undﬂpnding. of Baluhy
yags, English 1909 F. T#&I;ﬂ&fmd, that "primiove peoples

A lrrirhiﬂfh' Tﬁqﬂiﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂi‘ﬂﬂ" He goes on 1o sy

e cofiception & BETE il gharscrer and a Jocal colour
:f':m somolegy” ol theirs M."““ﬁnw. ga their insticutians
theis bl and peligiom prciees 0 gnd, more gemerally, o thar
: “MW ¥ ligiand and
o, o Tempels he key conep 0 A e
'I'hﬂ!hd'll:ﬂm ' hﬁﬂiﬂ._]_kmumwh: esersee ol
| 'Mﬁhu;:;::]dhhfq is foree”, His phiﬁ!f]!h!'ﬂl'fnrcn wxplaine
ﬁm:mmmimﬂﬂ acuo.

Wharee e s il sbout Tempeh” book, it opens fie Wiy 157 &
smpathic audy of Afiican eligions and phaosophy. Hiy moviue an
it o the ellow eelosialius whom he addresses, & ‘o eivilize, educate and
raise the Busnr’. The bosk ipim.nﬂ;'Tmp:k']:uwdm:nF:mr:mnd
the Baluba, and & is ambitiom to aall it ‘Banns philoweghy’ snce it caly
deals with cne peogle amosg whom he had werked for many yeass a3 2
massionary. [t is open o a grear deal of encam, and the ll:mrj'nl'_wh]
farce' cannon be applisd o ocher Afiican peoples with whose life and ideas
I am famikis. The main conmbusion of Tempeh i mose in sems of

Scanned by CamScanner

The Study of Africen Religons & Philasypiy

tympahy and change of arcitude than perhaps in the acnal
theary of his boak.

In the same proup & J. Jahn's book, Mast [Cerman
Englith 1561), which deals primarily with what ke calls
ctilbure’, He devites ane section to Afiican philosoplry, whil
am, dance, history and literamre. It covers a rear pat ol Af
material being collected theaugh wide readieg, In the religions
section. Jahn adopis the caepeeies of A, Eagame (from R
Squeezes everyching into one of four casegoris:

Mty B the philsaphical caregory which includes Go
depanad, husan beings and semain trees, These com
endoowed with incelligerae.

Kiatw inehades all the 'fonee® which do nor acr ee their «
under the comarand of Mint, pach ag plants, animaks, mi
like,

Hiwta i the category of eime and T

Kiawt 1% whae e sl 'rnuq,l:hr.,-', and covers ie=n like be
[~

Acconding so Jahn's inerpreracion, *all being, all essence, in 4
it & cosesived, can be sobusmed undo one of these calegzmic,
be conorived ouriide them’, He sticks 0 Tempeli' concept o
tells wr thar "man i & focce, ol chings ase foree, place and ¢
and the “medalitie™ are fooces’. These ibeme are suppesed 10
the purely lingaisne wem » NTU which oceurs & all the &
which the caegoeies are bawd. Jahn suppores this - NTI
ufibversal force ., , which, howeve, never oooans apar fice
tiom: Maoni, K, Hireo s6d Ko, NTU & Being il
univerial force . . . NTU i that force i which Being and b
oo NTLE exprestes, not the effecy of theie forom, bur dheit |
forces act continually, and s constarly effective’ (pp. g ).
thit mythical or imsaginary NTU weald be revealed only
LEiveRRe cdme do 2 standus],

The main coseribation of Jaha's boek iy in paining ow
Africa bas swomathing of philophical value which deserse
seninusly aed sudied aecordingly. In his endhudasm about
may have eversaned kv case (e ways, for insasce, cha Euray
eo ceenpare with African philosopbe], But be has argwed |
conviction and has put them accows persaasively, whether ¢
mepects them.

In the English wocld chis symparhenic appeoach m Adricas
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.t haak, The primal pinon

= \r_‘_l';'flnrm!'lT_i e :

."_h;mutrﬂld}"l' ]-,.m}lﬂ in the sries Ch{!;::.ﬂ l":m_n:n_

). This s 3 9OMEC - ands that end Wi 'DM.J" in

Lo ook clearly dreatts empoTary Adfrica witl w5 i titiomal

and mnﬂ'rﬂﬂ"ﬂ ;Tn:'-d.'i.'ﬁTﬂ ILTWHH :'Dfﬂjd'ml-d;r.lﬁﬁir-]n;hmﬂ;'

« b, Tayle ™ hat he calls “the primal woeld,

:::.;:t-r; mainly ﬁjm:dugﬁl:}:-ﬂff:xld, hecn N rm!-j'm]"l.l:'l;:r;:-

: W . =T =

imsuScienly esitical H parsens “"*ﬂ"b: gﬂhni;:;n?nzrﬁnism:

- e o s b P s a i

R i ’ s -,,d d_-ﬂ '1|:,|_-r|‘
hanizations o 1€ ¥ the "t [|:|,,-.:,F;|1:q] as

;I:III'I"_?..I-'M harp du:lrr:":'l.'- I:Th:::;fﬂuﬂl]- of whar "W un._lr.il'.l J-n:hm

[H.Er.iﬂl:d.:l. will I-5""_nn: e . I de Cheisdian contast ':l'lli]'l. Adrican

: - II:-,;':c:ﬂ 'ﬂ“ et nl.ll-JlT g far. Tras !.l:lmu|'.1|r.g

radiional wedd, th 1% e e s from many pars o

i Pﬁmﬂ cxpeTienes, makes 3 popEes

| 1 the setitude char Alrican religivas
x o Sumino . ; 0
Thnfl = b?:::}uﬁn' which polour :]'r!w'l'-nk]fl't U{AEIT,:PWDEEL
MFI“ mi'fh:" in Il:vrﬂl:m 1-!1'3#-“'31‘ and :ﬂuﬂlﬂil' !-]'ITl.pnll !:: T-
e Eﬂ gpponach & represcrmed by wwriters from L-.nglj__:.r_d.
FTI“ 1::&?.':: m This approach ancmper 10 el Adncan
rands .

i i i gr ipfermanson from vaziois peoples
— mm:ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂ:r Dischamps and Dammar, The

B i d ot Al vl Rurfigion {1954), which
s i
e cesenzion of ihe mais #ems in Akican reigions. The
m-i “ﬂﬁ - and critical, and handles his marerial [Fom mary
""'T"ﬂ: ﬁﬁ:ﬂ?:P:]lT:Fk [ :.|:|:|u-|;-l|:.' way. Having Enved :.11I|] warked
r:rnnn Afica, Parinder has made field sody of African religions (both
eraditingal and Chriscian), and wrios with eonfidence. This beok i ta I:I-I:
pecommendsd & 2 basic introduction o the wudy of our u.L'h]n:-:. and &n
some wiyh complemend whar I atem w0 oover B, Char IF'HITI"'EII.EIIJI:-‘S-
sre difrent, however, and bix porseniacion puts Jes emphasis oa che
philesaphical comeenr of Alican religior, )

Ler selipisnr de Flfrigur weier (1960} by H, Dechamps repeesents this
appezach in the French woeld, B is of Jas valoe than Faminder's bosk, ard
drivs s matenal almou entirely Fom wemem Afses and the French-
speaking, connesies, The wiiter & an anthrogologiis, and his teaement of the
wbject it ameboopological sned sociological

Fros Wew Gemany comes E. Dammane’s book, Die Religianm
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LA Religians o
dﬁ'ﬁ".l’[Tpﬁ]]l "l'|']1'd'|' i
the material from é"lilh,hﬁ::'"’“ﬂhm
I'J'H'Imtl't&l' mnl_d'llil ! mu“lﬁ w "
and uhu:lrul. Bt it i5 3 e . u.d-m" '“‘Ih.ﬁ_u“
i dfnmpuut_pl;m_ It MFMI% work, 4n ey
Judaiim, Christianiey 3n4 T bt g bﬁ'-‘ﬂr.w. P
change wpon religinn, in

The third appreack in the
books by anthenpologia, Eﬁ“mﬂ%, "

deep comeeption of God 25 5o mﬁﬁﬂy
the religian of the Dinky []ﬁfrhtﬂ Lienhards Divin
cast the impoetance of the Hh“m"“l'ﬂum!n
the Dinka recognize in '-"mT] “Fﬂlu]mmd'm mﬁmm
spirt beings and of men converging in pop LT
witutes the exence of Dinky el AN experiens

There arz other books o d,:m'"
representatives) The main
relsgion ol individual Peop
ta the botal situaiion of e

nhginniindﬁrm:td’d'ﬁmhlush]udmn]
w0 be hoped thae more ametion i :
u;dilfunﬁrlip'nnl. LT
Another way of sudying Afiian teligions and philoso
hyJ’;ElcﬂH‘holmTﬂ?lk:H-p:h‘!hhﬁﬁtdm}d
wiminmﬁlmﬁmﬂhmkmmhugm
COOCETIEICE on & given wpie, deeribing i and inuergy
Alsican experience and understanding, One of the sain
jsdﬁll‘:iﬂtﬂmdwm:{uuh;nahhhﬂrihh
people, from within and not withaot, Reposentative
I. B. Dunguib, The Ak dovtrine of God (ro4g), . H
dirges of the Ak people (1955), A, Kagame, La plus
dr 'Etre (1936), and E. B. Idewn, Olodvreere: God in Yo

! See the selecr Bl unds the name of Middia
ﬁﬂmm
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THE CONCE
OF TIME 1

Eeligion 5 & difficuli :

in the conrewms Jﬂﬁt:dm;??ﬂ
except 10 54y chat foe Afriesns it i 2m ilaal I“m
1 che quesiom of exisemes of being. We have L]
within waditioal 1f, the individua] 1 Ihﬁ;ﬂnﬁu
which i before birh and continues afier hiv desgh, Fo
anc!ﬁulh:lu‘guﬂmm.u.ﬂ.hd"ﬁﬁ}gh“uh
up i“’mﬁmm&ﬁw&&“
!na:ﬁgﬁmuﬁim.mm“ﬂmmnrﬂ
IhﬂﬂmmdwﬂUMﬂurﬂﬁmnm
N'amnurpmpkhhtﬁinu*myhm“d
are e just empry objects, but celigious cbjects; the sou
apeaks a religionn language; the eclipee of the sun or mosi
silere phenomenon of nauee, Ber one which wpeaks o
thean ubumui:.:ﬁmmnﬁrgﬁ'mimpﬂﬂj;‘m
countless examples of this kisd, The poine kere & that |
whale of exizence if 1 religious phencmenam man is 4
being livieg in a celigioes undverse, Fadhoe 1o malize an
stasting poine, bas led mistionaries, anthropologiss, colom
md.a:h:rﬂ:iﬁﬁ,n wrilier unﬁﬁiﬂpndﬁm;uu'.ml
the religions a8 ssch but the peoples of Afmca, This, am

hat reished in the magedy of eusblishing since the miw
of the minesenth century oely a wery supeficial rype ol
African soil. Akhough Ikim hay genenally accomasodare
enore reacily than wesiern Cheisianity, it abio i professed
in areas where ® h!mrnd.rmtumm chhfﬁ-iij
deeply into the seligious word of wadiiona] Afican b
is 30, "conversion” ta Chrigtaniny or ilass mus be uken
B,

Adricans have anﬂmh‘ih
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